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April 25, 1952

My dear Minister Kim,

' f‘or more than two months since February 15, 1952,
I have had the pleasure of meeting you and the staffs
of your Delegation both formally and informally and
discussing various problems between t};e two countries.
In view of tﬁe present siﬁuation facing us, T would
i like to take this opportunity to express what I have in

" my mind.

Though a Japan-Korea Conference might have been held
~after the coming into force of the Treaty of Peace signed
i } at the City of San Francisco, it was held before, because

Japan responded to your country's request for an early

rendered by the United S‘cates Goverrment, with an earnest

desire to conply faithfully with the ap:uc'it of the Treaty

and to contribute to the mamtemnce of peace in the Far
East. During the said» pericd, Delegates of Japan and your
country_ have ina.de sincere and earnest deliberations and were
reaching ;éreanents on a draft“ treaty on basic relationship
between Japan and the Republic of Korea and a draft agree-

ment on the nationality and treatment of Koreans resident

-

Minister Y.S. Kim, .
Chief of the Korean Diplomatic Mission
in Japan.

a

opening of a Conference, paying due respei:t to good offices
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in Japan, and also the froblem of vessels was almost to be
settled with Japanese side!s proposal for presentation of
some ves'sels. However, concerﬁing the problem of disposition
of property and claims between the two‘nations , there were
large discrepancies in legal opihions of both sides, Further,
cof\cemjné the problem of fisheries agreement, proposals were
presented from both sides and cuestions and answers were.
exchanged, Bubt, our side s;hood on a position of respecting
theg prindiple of the freedom of h‘igh’ ;eas,’ and on the above
position asserted to adopt the joint conservation measures

‘deemed necessary on the basis of scientific study, while
your side asserted that the concept of the coastal state's
jurisdictién over fisheries in adjacent waters was inter—
nationally recognized. k

In view of the aboye é’oéted dircums’pances s our side
ngde a propsal to add signatures on the draft treaty of
basic relations and agreement on nationality and treatment
and to settELe t‘-he problem of vessels as sooﬁ as possible,
thus placing the foundation of amicable relations Between
the two countries and to establish, after the coming into

force of the Treaty of Peace, thé joint standing camittees

for the problems of property and claims and fisheries, ‘

Especially,

i)
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Especially, with regard to the claims problem which was
the most controversial one, préposal wavs made from »
Japanese side ’r;o mike deliberations of the concrete items
on a new aﬁd free footing, for solving the problem in an
equitable and appropfiate mamner, . In addition, we offered
constructive suggestions with regard to the criteria of
the management of thé standing committee. But, to my
great regret, your side wouid not, listen to any, of the

above proposals, having denied to enter into negotiations

on items of claims, and also 'stated that it is fruitless

to proceed with any treaty or agreement, unless Japan would
withdraw her legal opinion about the said problem. Such
being the case, no achievement could ‘be expected from the
present Conference, even if it would be continued.

As you know, 1n addition to the J\apanese C:overmnent's
protest dated April 14, I myseli‘ has sent two letters to
Dr._ Yang as regards %he fact that Dr. Yang unfaithfully de-
livered confidential ‘d‘ocuments of the Conference to newspapér
reporters and that he has repeatedly given out false state- \
ments entirely distorting the facts, Anibs,ésador Yang an’d
the staff of the Korean Enbassy in Washington are conduc‘bmg

a strong press campaign to attaok me. Here a.gain the Korean

Government officials themselves are intentionally destroying‘

the
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the vcry‘bésis of the present Conference. Under such cir-
cug staiices, I wonder bow‘the Conference can bear any good
results.

Radio news and overseas telegréms of April 23,

1952 reported frcm Pusan a .statement of a spokesman  of
the Korean Gové;nment to the effect that the Koreanj
Governmant had decided by a cébinet meeting not to con=
tinue the Japan-Korea Conference, As the Korean Govern—
ﬁent-is not only destroying the basis of the Conference
but 2lso has decidéa not to continue the Conference, I
camot but admit that the present Japan~Korea Conference
should be;kto my regret, discéntinued.

I hope you a good health and happiness.

#

Yours sihcerely,
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