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384,841 Xoreans Drafted

g? '

By Yun Veo-chun

Wednesday will mark the
30th anniversary of the out-
Bbreak of the Pacific war with
thousands of ¥oreans still
missing the remaing of their
family members killad in the
uniforms of Japanese
perialist soldlers.

1t was reported that the Jap-
anese  colonlal govermment
mobilized nearly six million
Kovreans for combat and labor
activitles, both domestie and
abroad. About 250,000 of
them are believed to have
been killed.

Only 246 yemains of vie- '

tims were returned from Jap-
an only two weeks ago, 26
vears after the ill-fated
wvouths were forcibly placed
on  battlefields as Japanese
soldiers. .

The returned remaing be-
long to only a few of the
384,841 Horean youths cons-
cripted by the Japanese army
for the Paeific war, which is
often termed “the most reck-
less war throughout human
history.”

Oficial docaments show
that only 220,000 of them
returned home alive after the
war ended in 1945, The re-
maining about 180,000 others
were beolleved to have been
killed on wunknown battle-

" fields In  Japan, Mainland
China and some South Pacific
islands. .

It was argund the end of the
war that the imperialist Jap-
anese government hegan to
blindly draft XKorean youihs
to supply the shortage of
manpower needed to beef up
their “onjustifiable” war,

As the manpower shortage
reached ifs climax in 1044,
the Fapanese colonial offleials
nsed to attack innocent Ko-
rean farmers’ houses at night
to take away any man they
found there to coal mines in
Hoklkaido or Iyushu in Jap.
an.,

The man-honting ecolonial
officials also picked up any
Korean farmer they encoun-
tered on the fields or roads,
Just Iike the slavernerchants

im-

ACific

Horea Times FPhoto

. Familier pray for the dead in a mass miemorial ser-,

vice hell ai a Pusan iemple lust weel for ihe receatly
rafuened 246 vemains of youils killed in the Pacifie war

about 30 yenvs ago. Nearly 2,000 other remaains have yet fo

be returned, .
who hunted Negroes in Afrlea
to sell to Americans in the
18th eentury.

Thus, a total of 722,787 Ko~
reans were drafted for war-
making factories and ines
abroad between 1832 ang
1945, let ailome about 4.6 mil-
lion youths whe underwent
the munition mobijlization in
the country.

Barlier, the Japahese gov-
ernment announced that XKo-
rean laborers killed in Jap-
an during the war numbered
between 10,000 and 40,080
But inany historians both in
Korea and Japan caleulate
the death toll between 100,
008 and 150,000,

However, the war victimsg
have long beenr forgoiien in
the minds of Xoreans, who
suffered the Xorean War only
five years after the liberation.
Even lists 6f the victims have
not been available.

It was only on July 13,
18966 that the list, although
incomplete, was disclosed for
the first {ime by a Korean
Nlewspaper published in
Seoul, The paper said that
2,381 remnins had TLeen hid-
den in . a warehouse by ihe
Japanese government for 21
Years, . ’

Many . Koreans wers Sur-
prised at the report that the

youths from northern paris
of Korea niow occupied by the
Communists,

The recent relurn of - the
246 remains was made pos-
stule by the efforts of the
“Jan, 20 Club” composed of
Koreans who returned home
alive affer being conseripted
by the Japanese colonists on
Jan. 20, 1944,

Chong Xi-yong, a represen-
tative of the eclub, said that
he saw the remains discarded
in an e¢ld warehouse of the
Japanese Welfare Ministry in
Oetober last year, when he
visited there together with
Kwalk Sang-hun and Chon
Chin-han, both former As-
sembiyien.

Cheng said that his ciob
spent one full year working
for the return pf the remains
because the Japanese gov-
ernment had refused to trans-
fer any remains unless it
could verify the identity of

clal documents. - The 460 re-
maing of nortl; Korea origin

tuen, according’ to Chong,

tly tdken  awiw home fre

more  than 5,400 rémains of
their youths killed and buried
in Korea during the war. ¥Why
should we tndergo such Gifi-
“elltied -6 dGE eitorts fo

remalns * had been treated REVE Gul IFENOFTEMETES Te-
badly for so long by the Jap- Hiored?” lie Said,’ ==

nilnue our ef-
{jm‘ts to have  the  remaining

anese, who themselves had “—“BIi We'll co
mobitized: the innocent XKo-
rean youths as tools for the¥ 1,985 remains quickly resto-
reckless world war. ed. The remains were trans-

This Xorean government, ferred from the old warehouse
immediately starfed negotia-% to the Yuienji Temple in:Ta-
tions with the Japsmese ifor % kyo last June," said ' Chong.
return of the remains, but &

political issues pending be-
tween the two couniries.

The Japanese goveromen} -
reportadly. rejected the HKo-
rean side's Fendest to hand:
over all of the 2,331 remains,
which include those of 480

reaved families may eliminate
the vietime’ nanieg from their
cengis registers. "

iy w, W P

the bereaved family in offl-|.

were exempled. from the re-|

“The Japansse have recen-

He reecomimended the. go-|.
lias warde no progress due to/ vernment immediately . make.”
public the list of the 20,000
war victims, which was allege- |-
dly handed over by the Ja-|
panese governmeni, 5o the bes
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